
WELWYN GARDEN CITY BRIDGE CLUB 

Monthly Teams Format and Rules 
Aims of the competition are:  

• To enable all Club members to enjoy Team of Four events and provide keen 
competition each month for each team.  
 

• To give each team something to play for throughout the year as well as competing 
annually for the McMahon Trophy and for annual flight prizes. 
 

• To promote the ‘B’ Flight team that does best each session (three month period) and 
to demote the ‘A’ Flight team that scores worst.  
 

• To encourage new teams to enter with the prospect of being promoted at the end of 
their first full session in the ‘B’ Flight.  
 

• To encourage regular attendance, but not to penalise a team if it misses only one 
month in any three. The format is such that an ‘A’ Flight team is relegated to the ‘B’ 
Flight if it misses any two events during three consecutive months. 

To provide continuity from season to season. Flight positions for the start of the new season 
are determined by the last 3 months’ results in the previous season.  

2. General Rules for Monthly Teams  

2.1 ENTRY. All core members of a team must be Club Members. To maintain a clear team 
identity ONLY FOUR core members are to be nominated for each Team.  Any 4 members of 
the Club may form a new team and join, at their choice, either Flight ‘B’ or ‘C’, at any time. 
Club members may be nominated as a core member in ONLY ONE team.  

A ‘C’ Flight team may also play in any ‘B’ Flight event, with the prior agreement of the Chief 
Tournament Director. 

2.2 FORMAT. A multiple teams event for each of the three flights will be held on the last 
Wednesday of the month for the ‘A’ and ‘B’ Flights and the last Tuesday of the month for the 
‘C’ Flight, except for the December events. Alternative days will be arranged for the 
December events.  

The ‘C’ Flight will operate independently of the ‘A’ and ‘B’ Flights. 

 In the event of new flights being established, monthly playing dates are to be agreed with 
the Tournament Secretary and these rules will be amended. 

2.3 MOVEMENTS. The standard EBU Duplicate Bridge Movements for teams of four are to 
be employed. Flight ‘A’ and Flight ‘B’ are run as two separate competitions on any given 
evening. 



2.4 SCORING. The placing of teams in each event is decided on total IMP's. Each month 
the winning team in Flights ‘A’ and ‘C’ will receive 100 league points reducing by two points 
for each lower position and flight ‘B’ 82 league points reducing by 2 points for each lower 
position.  

If a team misses one month, no points are scored for the league table but the lower of 
average league points and the average of the team’s last two results for the Flight will 
determine whether the team will be promoted or demoted at the end of the three month 
period. This is providing the team has given notice of being unable to attend to the Chief 
Tournament Director at least 48 hours before the scheduled start of the event. If the Club 
has not been notified in advance of intended absence by a team or a team is absent for a 
second month in any three consecutive months (whether or not advance notice is given), the 
team is allocated zero points for the league and therefore, in the case of an ‘A’ Flight team, 
demoted to the ‘B’ Flight at the end of the 3 month session. 

Flights ‘A’ and ‘B’ 

• At the end of each 3 month session the league points just for those three months will 
be totalled. 

• The lowest scoring ‘A’ Flight team will be relegated to the ‘B’ Flight and the highest 
scoring ‘B Flight team promoted to the ‘A’ Flight. If the team earning promotion 
chooses to remain in the ‘B’ Flight, the team finishing second in the ‘B’ Flight will be 
promoted. If that team also declines promotion, no team will be demoted from the ‘A’ 
Flight in respect of that 3 month session. 

• The next 3 month session will then be played. 
• If two or more teams from within the same flight tie for promotion or relegation, 

having the same average over a three month period, the tie is split on net IMPs over 
those three months. 

2.5 WINNERS and PRIZES. At the end of the season the McMahon Trophy will be 
presented to the ‘A’ Flight team with the most league points for the best 10 out of 12 results 
during the year.  Flight prizes for runners up will also be awarded based on the best ten 
results in each flight. In the event of a tie a team’s final position in the League will be 
determined by net Imps for its best ten results.  

The season runs from 1st September to 31st August of the following year. 

If a team has moved flights during the year then the maximum league points for a particular 
flight are determined on the following basis:  

A team must play at least 6 times in a flight to qualify for a prize in that flight. League 
points (LPs) from other flights can be counted up to the usual 10 best results on the 
basis that:  

Any LPs scored in ‘B’ Flight are counted in full. 

   Any LPs scored in ‘A’ Flight are capped at 80 when counted in ‘B’ Flight. 

2.6 TEAM CONTINUITY. For continuity from season to season a team will maintain the 
same league status providing it consists of either the Captain and at least one other core 
member or, without the Captain, the other 3 core members. Captains will be asked to list the 



4 core members at the beginning of each season and on entry as a new team. During the 
season if a core member leaves a team the Captain may recruit a new core member and 
should notify the Tournament Director of the change. 

2.7 CONVENTIONS. Systems and conventions to ‘EBU Level 4’ are permitted in ‘A’ and ‘B’ 
Flights and level 1+ in ‘C’ Flight.  

2.8 SUBSTITUTES. Any Club members not nominated as core members may play as a 
reserve in any team. Likewise anyone who is not a member of the Club may play as a 
reserve in any team. A core member of a team may NOT play in any other team except that 
a core member of a ‘C’ Flight team may play as a reserve in the ‘B’ Flight.  

2.9 LATE ARRIVALS All teams are to be present by 7.25pm and if a team is persistently 
late then it will only play at the discretion of the TD. 

 

Ian Greig    

Tournament Secretary       September 2017 


